
Journey around music in four days 
 
Budapest Ritmo ends after an eventful 4 days, and what a journey it was! A musical 
feat for thousands of visitors, professionals and international experts, complete with 
a film programme, showcase concerts and networking events between April 12-15. 
Last but not least the Ritmo family got bigger as the Budapest Ritmo Award was given 
to a real family this year, the powerhouse of Balkan world music Marija Vitas and 
Bojan Djordjevic (Ring Ring Association, RS).  
 
Budapest Ritmo has began with a magical concert by Mazaher in the Hungarian House of 
Music, continued with young talent filling Szimpla with Hungarian and Balkan tunes and 
happy crowds, peaked in Akvarium Klub hosting musical delicacies from Tamikrest’s 
Saharan Blues to Monsieur Doumani’s avant-folk on Friday and Saturday in the event series 
of Bartok Tavasz International Arts Week.  
 
A festival of discovery, Ritmo offers unique musical experiences, deeper context and 
networking events tailored for professionals. Following its opening concert a free showcase 
day presents local and regional artists, creating a pleasant mingling of pros and lay 
aficionados. Ritmo goes up a notch as the core programme with unique multi-genre gigs and 
a hand-picked film programme kick off: a true audiovisual journey crossing genres and 
continents. Conference and networking events run parallel, building a diverse music loving 
community. 
 
Award from the family, to a family 
 
As the Ritmo bubble is exponentially growing each year, we like to praise those shakers and 
movers whose achievements give the building blocks of our community. Marija Vitas and 
Bojan Djordjević (Ring Ring Association, RS) form the most heartwarming world music 
powerhouse. Their individual and joint efforts have forwarded the case of the Balkan music 
scene and built connections through ethnomusicology, media, festivals and the Balkan 
World Music Charts. Balázs Weyer, Ritmo’s programming director handed over the Ritmo 
awards and the custom-made LPs to the couple and their daughter: a family within Ritmo’s 
expanding tribe. 
 
Talk shop, make music 
 
This year’s conference was hosted by the spectacular House of Music, where 7 panels 
attended by over 60 international experts explored the many facets of music impacting our 
lives. Árpád Tóth made attendees sing with his teacher’s charisma, the conference ended 
with an immersive music therapy session. Talk explores how music can facilitate social 
change, ease suffering and connect communities from Ukraine to Iran and Europe. A lecture 
rich in aha-moments and delicious trivia, Patricia Caicedo shared how music affects the 
brain, and how all cells have their own tune - even the Covid virus! Social issues such as 
women’s plight in Iran and how music can voice their struggle, were met with keen interest. 
The film programme closely reflecting the concerts was tailored to deepen context and help 
audiences connect the dots, in line with organisers' bid of community-building.  
 
Budapest Ritmo is coming back next year, until Hangveto is bringing you many other special 
events. Next one is: BALKAN:MOST Showcase and Conference.  
 
Subscribe to Hangveto newsletter for similar stories. 
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